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Introduction 

 

The president introduces the service informally  

 

'Fifty days of waiting' by Vicky Scott read by members of Junior Church 

Jesus Christ, whom we worship, is our crucified, risen and ascended Lord, and we 

have walked with him through his journey of love. 

We have faced the agony of his suffering and death on a cross. 

We have rejoiced at his bursting free from the bonds of death. 

We have enjoyed his risen presence with us 

[and his revelation of himself through the breaking of bread]. 

We have seen his return to the throne before which every knee shall bow, and 

every tongue confess that this Jesus is Lord. 

And now, with the followers of his own time, 

we await the coming of the promised Holy Spirit, his gift to his people, 

through whom we make Christ known to the world. 

 

Responsory 

 

As we wait in silence, 

All   fill us with your Spirit. 

As we listen to your word, 

All   fill us with your Spirit. 

As we worship you in majesty, 

All   fill us with your Spirit. 

As we long for your refreshing, 

All   fill us with your Spirit. 

As we long for your renewing, 

All   fill us with your Spirit. 

As we long for your equipping, 

All   fill us with your Spirit. 

As we long for your empowering, 

All   fill us with your Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayers of Penitence 
 

What God has prepared for those who love him, 

he has revealed to us through the Spirit; 

for the Spirit searches everything. 

Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord, 

who is waiting to fill them with good things. 
 

You sent your spirit to empower us to share the gospel. 

But we often fail to speak the name of Jesus: 

Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

You give us many gifts and good things by your spirit. 

We do not always use them as we should. 

Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
 

You send your spirit to unite us in your love, 

But we still tear and divide and our love leaves much to be desired: 

Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

Hymn 
 

 
 
Come down, O Love divine! 

Seek thou this soul of mine 

And visit it  

with thine own ardour glowing; 

O Comforter, draw near, 

Within my heart appear, 

And kindle it,  

thy holy flame bestowing. 

Let holy charity 

Mine outward vesture be, 

And lowliness become  

mine inner clothing; 

True lowliness of heart 

Which takes the humbler part, 

And o'er its own shortcomings  

weeps with loathing. 



O let it freely burn 

Till earthly passions turn 

To dust and ashes  

in its heat consuming; 

And let thy glorious light 

Shine ever on my sight, 

And clothe me round  

the while, my path illuming. 

 

And so the yearning strong 

With which the soul will long 

Shall far outpass  

the power of human telling; 

For none can guess its grace 

till we become the place 

wherein the Holy Spirit  

makes his dwelling. 

Words: Bianco da Siena (d. 1434) trans. Richard F Littledale (1833-1890)  

Tune: Down Ampney 

 
The president pronounces the absolution: 

 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 

 

Collect 

 

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 

ignite in us your holy fire; 

strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 

revive your Church with the breath of love, 

and renew the face of the earth, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Reading 

 

So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he gathered 

seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. Then the LORD 

came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was 

on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, 

they prophesied. But they did not do so again. 



Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, 

and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had 

not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp.  And a young man 

ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.”  And Joshua 

son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men said, “My lord Moses, 

stop them!”  But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all 

the LORD’s people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on 

them!”                                                            

Numbers 11:24-29 

 

Chant 

Veni Sancte Spiritus - Taize 

 

Reading  

 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 

appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 

them ability.  

 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 

And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one 

heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they 

asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, 

each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents 

of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 

Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 

Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs – in our own languages we hear them 

speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to 

one another, ‘What does this mean?’  
                                                                                                                                       Acts 2:1-13 

 

 

 
 



The Lord is here. 

All   His Spirit is with us. 

 

Gospel  

 
 On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he 

cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me,  and let the one who believes 

in me drink. As [the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers 

of living water.’”  Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were 

to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
John 7: 37-39 

 
Reflection  

The Rt Revd Donald Allister, Bishop of Peterborough 

 

Prayers led by members of the Cathedral family 

 

 

We pray for God to fill us with his Spirit. 
 

Generous God, 

we thank you for the power of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask that we may be strengthened to serve you better. 

Lord, come to bless us 

All and fill us with your Spirit. 
 

We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to make us wise to understand your will. 

Lord, come to bless us 

All and fill us with your Spirit. 
 

We thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to keep us confident of your love wherever you call us. 

Lord, come to bless us 

All and fill us with your Spirit. 
 

We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to bring reconciliation and wholeness 

where there is division, sickness and sorrow. 

Lord, come to bless us 

All and fill us with your Spirit. 



We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to equip us for the work which you have given us. 

Lord, come to bless us 

All and fill us with your Spirit. 

 

We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus. 

Lord, come to bless us 

All and fill us with your Spirit. 

 

We thank you for the breath of your Holy Spirit, 

given us by the risen Lord. 

We ask you to keep the whole Church, living and departed, 

in the joy of eternal life. 

Lord, come to bless us 

All and fill us with your Spirit. 
 

Holy Spirit, We love you. 

Wrap your dove wings around us, 

Spark your bright flame with us 

Blow your refreshing wind among us, 

So that we can be your Pentecost people today 

All Amen. 
 

Being made one by the power of the Spirit, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

All     Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.   

Amen. 



Hymn  

 

 
 
Thy Kingdom Come! Lord teach us how to pray  

For all to know your joy, your peace and love,  

And know your friendship each and every day,  

The breath of Christ, the Father’s gentle dove  

 

‘Thy Kingdom Come’: Christ’s prayer to make us one  

That all may know the Father sent the Son  

To celebrate the victory He has won,  

In love and grace we pray: ‘Thy will be done’. 

 

Thy Kingdom Come! transform our human ways;  

Our lives laid down in mercy, truth and care;  

The world renewed, in giving thanks and praise-  

To see God’s Kingdom come is all our prayer.  

 

Thy Kingdom Come! we praise your holy name. 

Your sacrifice and rising sets us free.  

That by our words and lives we may proclaim  

By Jesus’ risen life, God’s victory!  

 
Words: Neil Hamilton Thompson, Chris Russell, Emma Buchan, Harvey Jessop 

Tune: Woodlands 

 

 
 



The Peace  

 

The president introduces the Peace with these or other suitable words 

 

God has made us one in Christ. He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of 

what is to come, has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

Faithful God, 

who fulfilled the promises of Easter 

by sending us your Holy Spirit 

and opening to every race and nation 

the way of life eternal: 

open our lips by your Spirit, 

that every tongue may tell of your glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 

 

A short story for Pentecost by Liz Stannard 

 

Commissioning by young members of the congregation 

 

For fifty days we have celebrated the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over the 

powers of sin and death. We have proclaimed God’s mighty acts and we have 

prayed that the power that was at work when God raised Jesus from the dead 

might be at work in us. 

 

As part of God’s Church here in Peterborough and all across the world, we call 

upon you to live out what you proclaim. 

 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to walk into God’s future, trusting 

him to be your guide? 

All   By the Spirit’s power, we will. 

 

Will you dare to grow together in love? 

All   By the Spirit’s power, we will. 

 



Will you dare to share your riches in common and minister to each other in 

need? 

All   By the Spirit’s power, we will. 

 

Will you dare to pray for each other until your hearts beat with the longings of 

God? 

All   By the Spirit’s power, we will. 

 

Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the world’s dark places? 

All   By the Spirit’s power, we will. 

 

Will you dare to speak of Christ trusting that God will help you know what to 

say? 

All   By the Spirit’s power, we will. 

 

The Lord is here. 

All   His Spirit is with us. Amen. 

Conclusion 

 

Today we have remembered the coming of God’s power on the disciples, and we 

invite that same Spirit to animate our mission and ministry and our love for each 

other. 

 

May the Spirit, 

who hovered over the waters when the earth was created, 

breathe into you the life and creative energy he gives. 

All   Amen. 

 

May the Spirit, 

who conceived in Mary her Son our Saviour, 

make you joyful in His service. 

All   Amen. 

 

May the Spirit, 

who set the Church on fire upon the Day of Pentecost, 

set us on fire again to fill the world with the good news of the love of the risen 

Christ. 

All   Amen. 

 



And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 

 

Filled with the Spirit’s power, 

go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

All   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 


